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the King, and the well-beloved of Madame Rietz. Think-
ing his acquaintance might be valuable in many respects,
I consequently sought it, under the pretense of litera-
ture only; but at present Chapuis has not in himself any
one point of contact. To run after such people, so cir-
cumstanced, would but be to render myself suspicious to
no purpose. I mentioned to you, on my return from
Rheinsberg (Number XI), <(I have numerous modes of
communication, which will develop themselves as time
and opportunity shall * serve.}> But these have been re-
tarded by the accession. Applications of this secret kind
can only be made in the depth of winter, and during the
Carnival, with utility and safety.

These, generally, are rather TOOLS proper for a spy to
work with than the engines of influence. Should such
people ever have power over foreign politics, the puis-
sance of Prussia must draw to a conclusion. This coun-
try must not be estimated by France; there is not here
the same margin in which to insert follies, or to correct.
And as in general man remains at that point where it is
necessary he should be fixed, the King of Prussia will
act with circumspection in what relates to foreign affairs.

Not that this should prevent us from recollecting that
we ought to guard, with extreme caution, against a coali-
tion between Prussia and Austria, for this system also is
capable of defense. It is even the easiest of execution,
and the most splendid; nor would Prince Henry be so
averse to it as he himself supposes, should he perceive
the least glimmering of hope. Hitherto, indeed, I have
not noticed anything that could give suspicion, but I
shall more carefully examine whatever might occasion
such an event, on my return to Berlin. There can be
little danger that I should become languid in the pursuit
of this object, having four years ago published my fears
of such an event, and having begun to send my static
tables of Austria, only that you might attentively consider
the immense basis of power which the Emperor possesses,
and whose alliance with France I cannot but consider as
the masterpiece of Prince Kaunitz, and the type of our
indelible levity.

It may be that this power of the Emperor is as much
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